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KEY ISSUES 

1. Issue - Human Rights 

U.S. Objectives : The purpose of the meeting is to 
underline our continuing concern for human rights in 
Argentina. Senator Kennedy urged you to receive Senator 
Solari Yrigoyen, who was expelled recently from Argentina 
after being held for eight months without charges. 

Solari Yrigoyen f s Objectives : The Senator's princi¬ 
pal interest will be to brief you on the situation in 
Argentina, which J he feels could not be much worse. While 
he holds no brief for the terrorists, whose actions he 
condemns readily, he is opposed strongly to the govern¬ 
ment's use of illegal counterviolence. 

Essential Factors : Solari Yrigoyen is in the left 
wing of the democratic Radical Party of Argentina; he is 
known as a dedicated, courageous advocate of human rights 
This advocacy led him to criticize publicly the Argentine 
.government in 1972 after a number of prisoners accused of 
terrorism were killed at Trelew Prisoa following a prison 
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escape. The Army seems to have tried to get even with 
A 1 ?? 1 Yri 9?yen by kidnapping him in September 1976. 
Another Radical figure, Mario Amaya, was kidnapped at 
tne same time. The ensuing uproar forced the Army to 
acknowledge it was holding Solari and Amaya, although 
the latter soon died reportedly of torture. Solari 
Yrigoyen was better able to withstand the treatment 
upon him and was expelled to Venezuela in 
Solari Yrigoyen wanted to go to France, which 

ern Pl°Y ment / but the Argentine government report¬ 
edly threatened to harm his children if he accepted exile 
^u Fr r anC ?‘ A Washin 9 t on-based human rights organization' 
(the Washington Office on Latin America) invited Solari 
Yrigoyen to the United States and has arranged several 
meetings for him with Members of Congress. He is also 
meeting with officers of ARA, D/HA and the NSC. 

POINTS TO BE MADE ; 

„ We are very pleased to welcome you to the United 
'States and relieved that you are out of prison. 

— We very much hope your children will be able to ioin 

you soon. J 

Our readiness to welcome you is one of what I hope are 
many signs of our support for those who suffer injustice. 

-- This Administration is dedicated to the advancement 
of,human rights in the world. The nature of our relation¬ 
ship with ..other countries will depend to a great extent 
on the human rights situation in each country. 

Your government knows how we feel about this subject 
and what effect it will have on our relations. 

— I want to assure you that we will do all we can 
responsibly to promote the cause we both believe in. 


Attachment : 

Biographic Information 
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ipolito SOLARI YRIGOYEN (Phonetic soLAHree eereeGOzhen) 


the coup a in e i9 76° U Solari t yr- ?nd Senator ? rom 1973 until 

Venezuela in May "1977 followin^h^^ ^ nt ° e * ile in 
tior, u / ' roJ -lowing his release from deten- 

under the stated? siegeT^ 01 ^ Charges since Au< ? ust 1976 

nflniif So i ah Yrigoyen and a fellow Radical politician 
A J\ ? Mario Amaya, were abducted separately by the 
h&r? in ^ ust (Both were apparently picked up 

prisoners^ K“ d the ^nninfdown of leverfl"* 

The securiiv l ? prison m Trelew, Argentina, 

ihe security forces claimed that the Trelew prisoners 

i^retaUa?iorLr therS S ? id the Prisoners were killed 
leaders to chi\f f a e ? rller escape of terrorist 
leaders to Chile.) An international outcry followed the 
disappearance of Solari Yrigoyen and Amaya^ theArmv 

thSy Were ™^er detention! In October 
result’if! S ° larl Yrigoyen claims it was the direct 

expelled f ho w re ' 1 Flnall l' in Ma Y- Solari Yrigoyen was 
^ f. Venez uela. He had hoped to go to France but 

t h a i^ r9entlne government reportedly toldhim that his ' 
children would be harmed if he went there. 

Solari Yrigoyen has had a lifelong dedication to 
human rights and democracy. This has led to rightist 
attempts on his life. In 1973 during Juan Peron’s 

surgical^' hl f. car was blown U P- He underwent six 
fhf 9 £ 1 P a ° ns as a res ^lt of injuries suffered in 

Peron-s re^m. Hi h h0me Wa * bolrfced in 1975 «^er MrsT 
Feron s regime; he escaped unharmed. 

h , m a * merican Embassy officers who know him describe 
Shat guixoUc? 9rSat C ° Urage and princi ? le - if s°me- 

fnnr Yrig °y e " is 43-years-old, married and has 

four children. He does not speak English. 
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DR HIP0LIT0 S0IARI YRIGOYEN 


Dr. Solar i Yrigoyen is a prominent leader of the Union Civica Radical, Argentina’s 
largest organized. political' party which is at the head of democratic, opposition 
to the ruling military junta of General Videla. A national senator during the 
Peronist years- (1973 - 1976) he was at that time vice-president of the. minority 
block in the National Senate and a member of important- senatorial committees. 

His legislative activity was extensive and successful;. ~ .» 


Throughout his professional and political career. Dr. S 6 la r§> Yrigoyen has 
defended the cause pf democracy and human rights in every forum;As a result, in 
1973. during the pres idenc-ylof Juan .Peron, his car .was blown - up. He underwent six 
surgical operations as a result of injuries suffered* in’ trie bombing. In 1975, during 
the presidency-of Isabel Peron, his home- was bombed■while he was asleep in bed. 
Amazingly, he was unharmed. In'August 1976-he was .-incarcerated and brutally tortured 
by military forces under control of the present Argentine government of General Videla. 
His colleague, Senator Amaya who was incarcercerated with him, died in prison. 


Dr. Solari Yrigoyen was never.; charged with, a crime ;by'the .Argentine government. 
He was finally freed and expelled from Argentina ;in, : May^l^77. .‘This was done after 
intense public pressure-was-put upon the Argentine goverrimerit,,by democratic govern¬ 
ments throughout the world. Most effective were'- :; th'e'public',:unanimous and reiterated 
resolutions of the Venezuela legislature^*? American .Carngress .-persons also-expressed 
interest in his case. ■ *’ ‘ -.‘71" 


Dr. Solari Yrigoyen is a lawyer, 'journaliat^and^a^ri^r’ofr-note^ He has been 
an editor of La Razon y one^ of ,thVlargest -newspa’pei*s^in/the^couritry;. He has written 
;numerous articlesifor^journals/arid;’ 1 newspapers^Jin.^t^^piurit^aridi;abrbad. He has four 
books on current Argentine' problem’s:He has^^eri^lk^^r^^forydemocratic unions. 
w a A«e- failed in Hye-/continents- pursu^g^^ih^anit^ian and political 

y ^Soia-r.i';.Yrigoyen/'s-.ti e s7wIth his na-rtyr'run ; - : d 


He has travelled 
interests; ..Dr 


Lth‘‘his;..party a^ u-n^deepY ^ .. ,h.is m§thdr|s uncle 



~ a* - > 

Venezuela!' ..w-ithv.his ; wife r "T|r.issa. h jltfey- are^separated; from- their .fourthildren: 
Hipolito, Pafetc-id.^.Confado^.wlfejtas?-yet^have* 5 notibeen able-to leave Argentina. 

• 'HA/** - A' , • ;i 

Dr. Solari. Yrigoyen is-a-member iri'-godd^ s^tanding of the national committee of 
the Union Civica'Radical, and. had he been. in.-Buenos Aires he-would have signer; the 
June 7 document of. his ..party r which-\calles for democracy and the'respec.t for human 
values in..his country, Argentina-. -‘ 
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